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Mayor Thomas M. McDermott, Jr. and the Hammond Faith Based Community
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Ron J. Prestamer Agency, Inc.
7207 Indianapolis Blvd.
Hammond, IN 46324
219.844.0103
ronjprestamer@gmail.com
www.prestamerinsurance.com

Alamo Auto Service
Towing & Auto Repair
6923 Hohman Ave.
Hammond, IN
219.932.8909

McCoy & Sons Towing
1405 Summer St
Hammond, IN
219.659.0687

State Auto Body
1243 Summer St.
Hammond, IN
219.931.0721
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State Auto Body
1243 Summer St.
Hammond, IN
219.931.0721

North Township Trustee
Free Dial-A-Ride Bus Service
5947 Hohman Ave, Hammond. IN, 46320 
www.northtownshiptrustee.com

Lakeshore Chamber of Commerce
7120 Indianapolis Boulevard
Hammond, IN 46324
219.931.1000

Whiting/Robertsdale  
Chamber of Commerce
119th St
Whiting, IN
219.659.0292

Jam Computer Service
Software & PC Services
219.931.6700

Franklin D. Roosevelt Club
Last Thursday of every month
at the Mohawks 
4040 Calumet Ave, Hammond, IN

Hammond Democratic Committee
Chairman Scott Rakos 
3534 170th Place
Hammond, IN 46323 
219.545 1942

Hessville Central Democratic Club
3031 Mahoney Drive 
Hammond, IN
219.545.1942

Body Shops

Business Organization

Computer Service

Democratic Organizations

Central Electric
Ed Marzec
New & Rewire
Licensed, Bonded, & Insured
219.844.5884

Hammond City Clerks Office
5925 Calumet Ave.
Hammond, IN, 219.853.6346
www.am legal.com/hammond_in

Hammond Park Foundation 
3031 Mahoney Dr.
Hammond, IN 463223
219.853.6378

Hammond Department of  
Planning & Development
5925 Calumet Avenue
Hammond, IN  219.853.6371

Hammond Mayor’s Office
5925 Calumet Avenue
Hammond, IN 46320
219.853.6301

Hammond Port Authority 
701 Casino Center D. 
Hammond, IN 46320 
219.659.7678

Towing
Government

Insurance - ServicesElectrician

CR 
Publications

500 Flyers (b/w)
(single sided)

$20.00
(219) 931-6700 
newsdesk@crpubnwi.com

Bus Services

FREE COMMUNITY DINNER  
Hammond Christian Reformed Church 

will sponsor a Free Community Dinner on 
Thursday evening, May 1, 2025 from 6 – 7 p.m.  

You are invited to join members of the 
Hammond Christian Reformed Church for 
this free meal.  Ham, scalloped potatoes, 
green beans, salad, dessert and a beverage 
will be served.

The Hammond Christian Reformed Church 
is located at 167th St. and Baring Ave. 
across from the Woodmar Sports Complex. 
 Call (219) 844-3331 for more information..
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City of Hammond Launches
Residential Lot Portal, Transforming
Vacant Land into Vibrant Homes 

The City of Hammond, in 
partnership with the Hammond 
Redevelopment Commission, is 
launching a new online portal 
designed to streamline the process of 
purchasing and redeveloping City-
owned residential lots.  This initiative 
marks a significant step in the city’s 
ongoing commitment to fostering 
community growth and transforming 
vacant land into thriving homes.

The newly launched landing 
page, accessible at https://www.
gohammond.com/property-portal/ 
, provides a comprehensive and 
user-friendly inventory of over 500 
available City-owned residential lots.  
Key features of the portal include:
• Interactive Online Map: Potential 
buyers can easily explore available 
lots, view zoning information, 
acreage, and precise location details.
• Detailed Property Information: 
Each listing includes essential 
information to assist in informed 
decision-making.
•  Streamlined Application 
Process: The portal facilitates a 
straightforward application process 
and form, making it easier than ever 
to purchase and redevelop land.
• Direct Contact Information: Access 
to the Planning & Development 
Team for personalized assistance 
and inquiries.

The portal is meant to be user 
friendly and will be the first 

step in connecting interested 
buyers with the city.  After the 
initial application is received a 
member of the city’s planning and 
development team will reach out 
to connect with the potential buyer 
and discuss how to move forward 
with the transfer of the property.

“We are committed to 
facilitating the redevelopment 
of residential vacant lots within 
our community.  This new portal 
shows our dedication to creating 
opportunities for growth and 
enhancing the quality of life for all 
Hammond residents,” said Mayor 
Thomas M. McDermott, Jr. “We 
are not just building houses, we are 
building homes.”

The benefits for potential residents 
are numerous, including:
• Affordable Land Opportunities: 
Access to competitively priced 
residential lots.
• Community Revitalization: 
Participate in the revitalization 
and beautification of Hammond 
neighborhoods.
• Custom Home Development: The 
ability to build homes tailored to 
individual needs and preferences.
•Investment in Hammond’s Future: 
Contribute to the long-term growth 
and prosperity of the city.
• Easy access to information: All 
necessary information is in one place.

Source: City of Hammond
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State Auto Body & Towing
We buy and tow scrap cars. 

Avoid Costly Fines!

Call (219) 931-0721
1243 Summer Street, Hammond, Indiana 46320

“Over 50 Years if Quality Service”

 May 14th 3rd District Hammond Central HS Cafeteria

   5926 Calumet Ave  

 August 27th 4th District O’Bannon Elementary School Cafeteria

   1317 173rd St.  

   Jean Shepherd 
 September 17th 5th District Community Center
   3031 Mahoney Dr

   Harding Elementary 

 October 29th 6th District School Cafeteria 
   3211 165th Street  

Subject to change.  All programs are on Wednesday from 6:30pm-8:30pm.

Mayor’s 
Night Out

2025

BANNER 
BANNER 
BANNER

BANNER
BANNER

Outdoor or Indoor
Vinyl Banner

 3x6 $99.00
 3x8 $132.00
 4x6 $132.00
 4x8 $176.00

Includes grommets
Other sizes available

219.931.6700

Outdoor or Indoor
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Church Directory Listing
$8.00 per/issue
(minimum 4 issues)

(219) 931-6700   newsdesk@crpubnwi.com
*information submitted subject to editing for clarity and space allotted

Church Directory
Bethel Congregational C.O.G.I.C.
815 Michigan St., Hammond, IN
Deacon Lester Stokes
(219) 931-1301
Sunday School 9:00 a.m.
Sunday        10:30 a.m.
Friday         7:30 p.m.

Greater Works Outreach Prayer and 
Deliverance Ministry
4822 Kennedy Ave. East Chicago, IN 46312
Apostle Jose Ruiz (219) 852-0677
Sunday 11:30 a.m.
www.greaterwksmin.com

Hammond Christian Reformed Church
1910 167th St, Hammond, IN
Pastor Josh Christoffels
(219) 844-3331
Sunday School  9:50 a.m.
Sunday Worship 11:00 a.m.
Coffee Break Tuesday  9:00 a.m.
Ladies Bible Study Tuesday 6:00 p.m.
www.hammondcrc.org

Hyde Park United Methodist Church
6348 Harrison Ave., Hammond, IN
Pastor  Darryl Dorton
(219) 932-0613 
Sunday 10:30 p.m.
Thursday Thrift shop 9:00 a.m.-Noon
Last Saturday of the month 
Free Pancake breakfast 9-11 a.m.

Living Water Missionary Baptist Church
6511 Jefferson Avenue
Hammond, Indiana 46324
(219) 853-9951
Sunday School  10:00 a.m.
Sunday Worship 11:15 p.m.
Waterliving621@gmail.com

Mt. Zion Baptist Church
1047 Kenwood St., Hammond, IN
(219) 931-4337
Sunday 11:00 a.m.
Wednesday  Bible Study 6:30 p.m.
Wednesday Prayer 6:00 p.m.

New Hope Missionary Baptist Church
1117 Merrill St., Hammond, IN
Reverend Herman A. Polk, Sr.
(219) 932-5955
Sunday 10:30 a.m.
Sunday School    9:00 a.m.
Wednesday  8:30 a.m, 1:30 & 7:00 p.m.

New Zion Temple Church
926 Morris Street, Hammond, IN
Bishop Brandon A. Jacobs
(219) 931-ZION (9466) 
Sunday School  9:30 a.m.
Sunday Morning Worship  11:30 a.m.
Wednesday Prayer 6:30 p.m. 
Wed Bible Study      7:00 p.m.
www.newziontemple.org

Saint Joseph Roman Catholic Church
5310 Hohman Avenue
Hammond, IN 46320 
Rev. Jeffrey Burton, Pastor 
(219) 932-0702
Sunday: 9:00 am Mass in Church
Monday,
Wednesday 
& Friday: 9:00 am Mass in Chapel 
saintjosephhammond@comcast.net

Testimony C.O.G.I.C. of Hammond
1022 Cleveland St, Hammond, IN
Elder Patrick Williams
(219) 937-4676
Sunday School  10:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship 11:30 a.m.
Friday   7:30 p.m. 

Trinity Lutheran Church
7227 Hohman Ave, Hammond, IN
(219) 932-4660
Sunday Worship  9:00 a.m. 
Sunday School  10:30 a.m.
On FACEBOOK 
Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church
www.trinityhammond.com

Woodmar United Methodist Church
7320 Nortcote Ave, Hammond, IN
(219) 844-3030
Sunday Worship  10:15 a.m. 
www.woodmarumc.org

 
“We come to 
church not 
to hide our 
problems 

but to heal 
them.”

~ Dieter F. Uchtdorf

Most People 
are either 

Natural Talkers 
or Natural 
Listeners

CR Publications
Drop Off Shredding Service    $0.99/pound

We will dispose or return the shredding to you (219) 931-6700
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CENTRAL
ELECTRIC

NEW & REWIRE

ED MARZEC

• LICENSED • BONDED
• INSURED

HAMMOND, IN

(219) 844-5884

The Sub Hub
Daily Special

2 for $8.00
Ham & Cheese

All Day
For Faster Service Call Ahead

(219) 230-7737
5800 Hohman Ave.

Hammond, IN

9 am to 5 pm
Local Tows 

(219) 659-0687
1405 Summer St 

Hammond, Indiana

City of Hammond Announces Governor’s Parkway 
Overpass Project to Improve Safety and Traffic Flow 

The City of Hammond, in 
partnership with the Indiana 
Department of Transportation 
(INDOT), is moving forward 
wi th  the  long-awai ted 
Governor’s Parkway Overpass 
Project—a critical infrastructure 
improvement designed to address 
longstanding safety concerns, 
traffic congestion, and emergency 
response delays caused by stalled 
trains in Hessville. This project, 
eight years in the making, marks a 
significant step toward improving 
mobility, protecting pedestrian 
safety, and ensuring emergency 
vehicles can respond without 
obstruction.

Public Support and Resident Input
As part of the decision-making 

process, the City of Hammond 
conducted a community survey 
of Hessville residents, the area 
most impacted by stalled trains. 
Results showed that over 83% 
of respondents believe stalled 
trains are a serious issue that the 
City should address and resolve. 
The City carefully evaluated 
five potential locations for the 
overpass, ultimately selecting the 
most cost-effective site—one that 
minimizes the impact on homes 
and businesses while maximizing 
benefits for the entire community.

Addressing Critical Safety Concerns
For years, stalled trains 

have blocked major roadways, 
preventing police, fire, and 
emergency medical services from 
reaching residents quickly in 
times of crisis. The Governor’s 
Parkway Overpass will eliminate 
these dangerous delays, ensuring 
first responders can provide life-
saving assistance without barriers. 
Additionally, a new pedestrian 
bridge will be constructed as part 
of the project, offering students 
and residents a safe, dedicated 
route across the tracks and 
reducing the risk of pedestrian 
injuries. Hammond Chief of 
Police William Short emphasized 
the dire consequences of these 
delays, recalling a moment he 
will never forget: “I can think of 
over 1,000 calls where our route 
was affected by stalled trains, but 
one in particular stays with me. 
We received a call from a young 
woman in Hessville who was 
being severely physically beaten 
in a domestic violence situation. 
Our officers tried three different 
intersections in Hessville to get 
to her as quickly as possible - all 
three intersections were blocked 
by stopped trains. We lost 
precious, life-saving time. Now if 
you want me to get to you, what 
are you willing to sacrifice?”

Chief Short underscored that 
this project is not just about 
convenience—it is a matter of 
public safety and the ability to 
protect and save lives.
Commitment to Green Space and 
Environmental Responsibility

The selected location for 
the overpass includes Briar 
East Woods, which has been 
inaccurately characterized as 
a nature preserve or public 
park. In reality, Briar East 
Woods has suffered from years 
of neglect, illegal dumping, 
and deterioration, making it 
unsuitable for designation as 
a nature preserve. However, 
the City remains committed to 
environmental responsibility and 
has implemented a 2-to-1 tree 
replacement plan for every tree 
removed during construction. 
This initiative will introduce 
18-34 acres of new, usable green 
space to Hessville, enriching the 
community’s natural landscape 
and expanding its tree canopy.

Hammond is home to over 
340 acres of dedicated green 
space, including the Gibson 
Woods Nature Preserve, a 
true environmental treasure. 
The City’s commitment to 
conservation and sustainability 
remains a priority, ensuring 

that residents continue to enjoy 
natural spaces while benefiting 
from improved infrastructure.
Mayor McDermott’s Commitment to 
a Fully Funded Solution

Mayor  Thomas  M. 
McDermott, Jr. secured 100% 
federal and state funding to cover 
the costs of the overpass and 
pedestrian bridge, ensuring that 
no local taxpayer dollars will 
be used for construction. “This 
project is a direct response to the 
concerns of our residents. For 
years, stalled trains have impacted 
traffic flow, delayed emergency 
responders, and put pedestrians 
at risk,” said Mayor McDermott. 
“With full funding secured, we 
are delivering a solution that 
keeps traffic moving, protects 
public safety, and enhances 
our city’s infrastructure while 
expanding green space for future 
generations.”
Next Steps

With final planning and 
approvals underway, the City 
of Hammond and INDOT 
are moving forward with 
construction. Residents can stay 
informed about project updates by 
visiting www.gohammond.com 
and clicking on the Governor’s 
Parkway Overpass Project button.
Source: City of Hammond
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Now Serving Hammond and 
NWI’s Trophy & Award Needs

...And the  
Winner Is... YOU!

(219) 931-6700     newsdesk@crpubnwi.com 
6217 Hohman Ave, Hammond, IN

US MARINES CORPS
T-SHIRTS

$ 14.95 S-XL
$ 16.95 XXL & XXXL 

WE HAVE THE  
SHIRTS YOU WANT!

Prices start from

$9.50 S-XL
$11.50 2X and 3X

to order call 219-931-6700

Lost Marsh Golf Course Now 
Open for the 2025 Season! 
Mayor Thomas McDermott 

Jr. and The City of Hammond 
is happy to announce that Lost 
Marsh Golf Course is officially 
open for the 2025 season as 
of April 1st! Lost Marsh will 
have set hours until the weather 
gets better and will be open 
from 7am to 4pm during the 
week with regular hours on the 
weekends. For a limited time, 
we are offering a spring special 
- $50 for weekdays and $55 for 
the weekends! 

Lost Marsh Golf Course 
is an 18-hole public course 
featuring pristine conditions 
with lush fairways and fast, 
true greens. Located close to 
Chicago, golfers can expect to 
enjoy views of the city during 
their round. This course a mix 
of links and parkland style 
designs. The hybrid design 

offers a fun, unique challenge 
for experienced players, but 
also allows beginners to fall in 
love with the game as well. Lost 
Marsh Golf Course features 
the golf course, driving range, 
restaurant, and more. Our 
facility is located 30 minutes 
from downtown Chicago.

Lost Marsh Golf Course offers 
corporate golf memberships, 
has options for group outings 
and more. The Emerald Green 
Restaurant is open from 11am 
to 10pm Monday thru Saturday 
and 11am to 9pm on Sundays. 
Stop in for a bite to eat after 
your round of golf! 

You can book a tee-
time online at https://www.
lostmarshgolf.com/teetimes/ or 
call the pro-shop at 219-932-
4046. 
Source: City of Hammond

Dog Parks Closing for Reseeding  
The City of Hammond 

dog parks will be closed for 
reseeding beginning Friday, 
April 11th until May 12th. 
The following is a list of dog 
parks in the city that are being 
reseeded:

• Amy Park • Dowling Park 
• Forsythe Park • Irving Park 

• Riverside Park

We appreciate your 
understanding as we work to 
keep our parks in great shape 
for your furry friends!

Should you have any 
questions please reach out to the 
Hammond Parks Department at 
219-853-6378.

Source: City of Hammond
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6 Ways to Eat Healthy at a Baseball Game 

• Pregame Warm-Up

Check options online via 
stadium websites, then look up 
calories at NutritionData.com 
so surprises like a seemingly 
innocent fresh-squeezed 
lemonade (300 calories!) won't 
come out of left field.

• Strike Out on Your Own

Most ballparks let you bring 
a 16" x 16" x 8" cooler (think 
two six-packs) with food and 
nonalcoholic drinks. If you 

want beer, you'll save cash 
and calories by alternating it 
with water you've brought. 
And you'll stay hydrated—and 
keep a clear head, making for 
smarter snacking.

• Peanuts or Cracker Jack?

We cry foul on roasted 
peanuts; a cup has 863 calories. 
Better: boiled nuts, at 572 
calories per cup and 10 times 

the antioxidant flavonoids. 
Best: a box of Cracker Jack, 
with 2 grams of fat and 120 
calories. Portion control, whole 
grains (popcorn) and a fake 
tattoo? Sweet!

• Sit Tight

Bypass fried temptation at 
the kiosks by using the new At 
Bat app (MLB.com; not in all 
parks) to have sushi, which a 
third of ballparks sell, delivered 
to your seat. Yes, you'll burn 
fewer calories than hiking to the 
counter. But you'd have to run 
the bases 197 times to work off 
impulse-buy nachos.

• Keep Your Payroll Low

The trend of all-you-can-eat 
seats, now in a third of parks, 
offers value—and potential diet 
disaster. A hot dog combo is 
cheaper and healthier: Franks 

have about 320 calories; fewer 
when they're kosher.

• Root for the Farm Team

All 30 major league stadiums 
serve up vegetarian options, 
some offer vegan, and a 
handful sell whole-if-slightly-
pricey fresh fruit and veggies. 
Whatever the score, you can 
head home a winner.
Research by: George Triantafyllou

FOR SALE Classic Car

1964 CADILLAC SEDAN DEVILLE
$8,900 or Best Offer 

4 Door, Runs, Good Body
1-708-362-7653

Transfer your favoriTe 
family phoTos onTo 

coffee mugs for only 
$7.00 each!

ceramic, dishwasher 
and microwavable safe!  

whiTe mugs!
(219) 931-6700
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H.E.F. Announces 2025 
Hero in Education 
Award Recipiens 

The Hammond Education 
Foundation (HEF) Board of 
Directors is proud to announce 
the 2025 recipients of our 
Hero in Education Award. Our 
Heroes demonstrate dedication, 

excellence, selflessness, civility, 
professionalism, job mastery, 
and make contributions to HEF’s 
mission of Supporting Extraordinary 
Learning Experiences to Help 
Students Succeed.

THIS DAY IN HISTORY APRIL 15, 1894 

Bessie Smith is born in 
Chattanooga, Tennessee

American singer 
and Blues great 
Bessie Smith, a 
monumental figure 
in her own time and 
beyond, was likely 
born on April 15, 
1894 in Chattanooga, 
Tennessee. At least, 
that is the date 
that appeared on her 1923 
application for a marriage 
license, according to biographer 
Chris Albertson. Her actual 
birthday may never be verified.

Despite the immense influence 
her records had on the shape 
and course of American popular 
music in the 20th century, the 
recorded legacy of Bessie 
Smith only captures part of 
her historical significance. Her 
first recording, “Downhearted 
Blues” (1923) sold a then-
astonishing 800,000 copies, 
and her subsequent Columbia 
Records releases throughout 
the 1920s earned her the title 
“Empress of the Blues” and 
influenced countless important 
musicians in the decades that 
followed. But by the time Bessie 
Smith made her first record, she 
was already a seasoned show-
business veteran—an actress, 
dancer, singer, all-around force 
of nature and, eventually, the 
highest-paid African American 
performer in the world, by 
many accounts.

Orphaned at the age of nine and 
raised by her older sisters and 
brothers, Bessie Smith began 
singing and dancing for money 
on the streets of Chattanooga 
while she was still a young girl. 
She was 10 when her oldest 
brother, Clarence, ran off with a 

traveling vaudeville 
troupe, and she was 
18 when that same 
troupe returned to 
Chattanooga in 1912 
and took her on as a 
dancer. Eight years 
of showbiz training 
a longs ide  tha t 
troupe’s legendary 

singer, Ma Rainey, isn’t what 
gave Bessie Smith her equally 
legendary voice, but it did 
turn her into an all-around 
performer ready to headline her 
own traveling show. Smith was 
becoming the top draw on the 
Black vaudeville circuit just as 
her first recordings reached the 
public, and though she received 
little or no royalties from any of 
her hit records, their popularity 
helped fill seats on the live tours 
that made her the wealthiest 
African American female 
performer of her day.

The Empress of the Blues 
was also known for her rather 
colorful personality and 
lifestyle. She once survived a 
stabbing after a performance in 
her hometown of Chattanooga, 
chasing after her attacker with 
the knife still in her chest, then 
getting herself to the hospital 
and still not missing the next 
night’s show. She had an 
extremely tumultuous off-and-
on-again marriage, and was 
known to get into fistfights over 
lovers of both sexes.

Bessie Smith, who was inducted 
into the Rock and Roll Hall 
of Fame in 1989 as an “early 
influencer,” died at the age of 
43 on September 26, 1937. 

Source: History.com Staff

        LOCATION                            HERO IN EDUCATION

Area Career Center Kimberly Jackson
Administration Center Lynn Strle
Burns-Hicks Elementary Melissa Mendiola
Edison Elementary Lindsey Highsmith
Eggers Middle Latonia Phillips
Early Learning Center Dawn Kreczmer
Franklin Elementary Nicole Aponte
Hammond Central HS Ericka Wills
Harding Elementary Michelle Clifford
Hess Elementary Jessica Velazquez
Irving Elementary Melissa Tatalovich
Jefferson Elementary Jimena Flores
Lincoln Elementary Kris Bales
Morton HS Stephanie Miles-Flowers
O’Bannon Elementary Jennifer Christiansen
Scott Middle David “DJ” Silvas
Warehouse David Reyes
SCH Welcome Center Joshua Craig

The recipients  wil l 
receive their awards during 
the Hammond Education 
Foundation’s Hero in Education 
Awards Night at the Wicker 
Park Social Center, Highland, 
Indiana on May 9, 2025

Congratulations to all our 
2025 recipients who work 
diligently daily to assist in the 
success of students throughout 
the School City of Hammond. 

Source: Hammond Education  
 Foundation

IT’S TIME!
To Renew your Hammond Rental Registration

 
Rental Registration forms are available at the Inspections Department or

 GoHammond.com Search “Rental Registration”. If you renew before
April 15th, 2025 the fee is $5 per rental unit  otherwise a late fee of $500 will

be assessed per rental unit**, so renew EARLY!!!

If you no longer  own a rental property in Hammond, notify the 
Inspections Departmentto determine if any registration fee is owed. 

If you have any questions please call 219-853-6316

** If you have not register in previous years, you may not be able to register for 2025. 
Call 219-853-6316 if you believe you owe for years prior
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The American Diabetes Association Collaborates with CVS 
Health Foundation to Improve Maternal Health Outcomes

CVS Health Foundation’s 
$500,000 grant will help 
bridge critical gaps in care 
navigation for the New York 
City community  

The American Diabetes 
Association® (ADA) and 
the CVS Health Foundation 
have joined forces in a new 
collaboration that focuses on 
improving maternal health 
outcomes and addressing the 
gaps in care navigation for 
women with gestational diabetes 
(GDM) in New York City.  

The new $500,000 
funding from the CVS Health 
Foundation will bolster 
maternal health services for 
organizations that are a part 
of the ADA’s Women’s Health 
Initiative, like the Wyckoff 
Heights Medical Center, 
to support their patients in 
Brooklyn and Queens. Ralph 
Ruggiero, MD, FACOG, 
FACS, chairman and residency 
program director, Department 
of Obstetrics & Gynecology 
at Wyckoff Heights Medical 
Center, shared, “We are excited 
about participating in this next 
phase of the ADA’s Women’s 
Health Initiative, supported by 
the CVS Health Foundation, 
where we will focus our work 
on strengthening prenatal 
screening and referral for the 

people  we 
serve who are 
at high risk for 
or have been 
diagnosed with 
GDM. This 
program will 
also enable our 
c o m m u n i t y 
health workers 
and doulas to 
reach deeper 
i n t o  o u r 

community to support patient 
navigation and promote the 
importance of postpartum 
screenings and treatment.” 

Approximately 50% of 
women diagnosed with GDM 
with go on to develop type 2 
diabetes. The new funding from 
the CVS Health Foundation 
will enable the ADA to expand 
its programming with health 
care systems in New York 
City to improve outcomes. 
As part of this project, ADA 
has also engaged the support 
of the Clinical Directors 
Network, Inc. (CDN). CDN 
is a New York-based not-for-
profit clinician membership 
organization, practice-based 
research network (PBRN), and 
clinician training organization, 
founded to provide peer-
initiated activities for 
clinicians practicing in low 
income, minority, and other 
underserved communities. 
This expansion will include 
increasing access to early 
GDM screenings and 
follow-up care and screenings, 
simplifying the complex care 
navigation process through 
a robust referral system, and 
strengthening the workforce 
supporting this effort, 
including community health 
workers and doulas.  

“While gestational diabetes 
affects up to 9% of pregnancies 
in the U.S., its incidence and 
impacts are not distributed 
equally,” said Charles “Chuck” 
Henderson, chief executive 
officer of the ADA. “The 
collaboration with the CVS 
Health Foundation opens the 
door for additional screening, 
education, and outreach to 
improve outcomes for women 
with gestational diabetes, 
particularly women of color, 
both prenatal and postnatal.”  

Mothers with GDM have a 
higher risk during pregnancy 
of high blood pressure, pre-
eclampsia, and postpartum 
hemorrhage, and have an 
increased risk of developing 
type 2 diabetes (8- to 10 times 
the risk compared to women 
without GDM) after pregnancy. 
In America, Black and Hispanic 
women are up to two times 
more likely than white women 
to have GDM and to experience 
associated pregnancy or 
postpartum complications. 

“ O u r  u n w a v e r i n g 
commitment to women’s 
health is the driving force 
behind our efforts to support 
organizations working to 
ensure equitable access to 
maternal health services in 
our communities,” said Sheryl 
Burke, senior vice president of 
corporate social responsibility 
and chief sustainability officer 
at CVS Health. “Through our 
collaboration with the ADA 
and the health care providers 
within the program, we will 
significantly increase access to 
maternal health services and 
educational resources for the 
New York City community.”  

The learnings from New 
York City will allow the ADA 

to demonstrate improved 
outcomes in GDM screening 
and reduced disparities in care 
to create a model for future 
growth and replication in other 
communities.      

About CVS Health 
CVS Health® is the leading 

health solutions company, 
delivering care like no one else 
can. We reach more people 
and improve the health of 
communities across America 
through our local presence, 
digital channels and over 
300,000 dedicated colleagues 
— including more than 40,000 
physicians, pharmacists, 
nurses and nurse practitioners. 
Wherever and whenever people 
need us, we help them with 
their health — whether that’s 
managing chronic diseases, 
staying compliant with their 
medications or accessing 
affordable health and wellness 
services in the most convenient 
ways. We help people navigate 
the health care system — and 
their personal health care — 
by improving access, lowering 
costs and being a trusted 
partner for every meaningful 
moment of health. And we do 
it all with heart, each and every 
day. Follow @CVSHealth on 
social media.

Source: American Diabetes  
 Association
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The Society of Innovators at Purdue Northwest 
announces winners of the inaugural Northwest 

Indiana High School Pitch Competition 

The Society of Innovators 
at Purdue Northwest has 
announced winners of the 2025 
Northwest Indiana High School 
Pitch Competition – Hammond. 
Five winners were selected 
from sixteen student teams 
that presented their startup 
pitches at Purdue University 
Northwest’s Hammond campus 
on Wednesday, Feb. 26. Student 
teams each had four minutes to 
share their pitch, followed by 
questions from the judges.

“Overall, I was impressed by 
the range of concepts and ideas 
presented in various industries 
by such talented teams of high 
school students,” said Judith 
Cardenas, a business advisor 
for the Northwest Indiana 
Small Business Development 
Center who served as a judge 
for the competition. “The 
hard work and preparation of 
students was evident in their 
pitches. I wish more people in 
Northwest Indiana were aware 
of the content and high-level 

entrepreneurship skills that our 
area high school students are 
being taught and exposed to.”

“As part of the Society’s 
initiative to develop and support 
a youth entrepreneurship 
ecosystem in Northwest 
Indiana, it is important to 
host more of these pitch 
competitions in our region,” 
added Jason Williams, CEO 
for the Society of Innovators 
at Purdue Northwest. “We are 
blown away every year by 
the problems these students 
are solving and want to do 
everything we can to give 
more students an opportunity 
to share their work out in the 
community.”

Each winner was awarded 
$200 to invest in their business 
idea. Winners include:

Flip-E 
(Munster High School)

Flip-E is an automatic page 
turner that is paired with a facial 

recognition app with later 
education advancements. 
Team members include 
Brandon Walker and 
Omar Aftab.

Septo 
(Munster High School)

Septo is the simple 
solution to noninvasive 
infection tracking and 
prevention. The x-shaped 
bandage is plant powered, 
using natural pigments to 
change color as the pH of 
exudates from a wound 
becomes alkaline (basic). 
Team members include 

Alexis Karahalios, Abby Mena 
and Jocelyn Aguirre.

Filet Twist 
(Hobart High School)

Filet Twist is a filet knife 
attachment that connects to a 
fishing pole made in different 
sizes made for cutting line, 
fileting fish, etc. Filet Twist was 
presented by Cameron Hutson.

LeafAway

LeafAway is an automatic 
robot that acts like a vacuum 
for leaves. LeafAway will 

have a charging station and 
will be controlled through an 
app. In the app you are able to 
set a boundary for your front 
yard/backyard so the robot 
can follow. Team members 
include Miranda Gutierrez and 
Mi’Shawn Dawson.

SafetyGlow

SafetyGlow is an attachable 
hazard light that is powered 
by LED that goes on the back 
of vehicles and trailers that 
are disabled on the sides of 
roadways. SafetyGlow was 
presented by Ashton Verbish.

The judging panel included:
• K r i s t i n  B u r t o n , 

assistant professor of 
Entrepreneurship at PNW

• Judith Cardenas, business 
advisor for the Northwest 
Indiana Small Business 
Development  Center 
(ISBDC)

• Magesh Chandramouli, 
professor of Computer 
Graphics Technology at 
PNW

Source: Purdue University  
 Northwest

 
Is your computer running slow?

No Internet service?

Error message?

We can help!
•  Virus removal special $75.00

•  Software installation

•  Repairs on all makes and models

•  Memory upgrades on PC starting at $49.95

Winners of the inaugural Northwest Indiana High School Pitch Competition included, from 
left, Brandon Walker; Omar Aftab; Abby Mena; Jocelyn Aguirre; Alexis Karahalios; Cameron 

Hutson; Miranda Gutierrez; Mi’Shawn Dawson, and Ashton Verbish.
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All information was obtained from the The Lake County Sheriff’s Department website. CR Publications is not liable for any misinformation.

Anyone with information concerning this subject please contact: Lake County, Indiana, Sheriff’s Department Warrant Division 
(219) 755-3057    Report A Crime HOT LINE  (800) 750-2746

All persons depicted in this publication are presumed to be innocent until proven guilty in a court of law. At the time of printing, all persons pictured are 
being sought by local law enforcement agencies for outstanding warrants or as a suspect in a crime for identification purposes. Do not attempt under 
any circumstance to apprehend any persons depicted in this publication. All persons may be considered armed and dangerous by law enforcement.

Name:  ........................... JAGER, ASHLEY NICOLE 

Alias:

Sex .................................. Female

Height ............................  5’5”

Weight ...........................  135 Pounds

Eyes ................................  Brown

Hair .................................  Brown

Marks/Scars/Tattoos ..

Wanted For: .............POSSESSION OF METH 

..................RESISTING LAW ENFORCEMENT

Name #: ......................... 040N12681 

Date of Birth ................. 9/30/1998 

Name:  ........................... GEIB, HOWARD H  

Alias:

Sex ..................................  Male

Height ............................  5’9”

Weight ...........................  165  Pounds

Eyes ................................  Hazel

Hair .................................  Brown

Marks/Scars/Tattoos ..

Wanted For:  ................. DEALING 

.................................... METHAMPHETAMINE

Name #: ......................... 910080801 

Date of Birth ................. 2/18/1971   

Name:  ........................... SHAW, DENZEL JAROD  

Alias:

Sex ..................................  Male

Height ............................ 6’0”

Weight ...........................  275 Pounds

Eyes ................................  Brown

Hair .................................  Black

Marks/Scars/Tattoos ..

Wanted For:  ................. ROBBERY RESULTING   

........................................ IN BODILY INJURY

Name #: ......................... 100N31590

Date of Birth ................. 12/22/1992 

Name:  ........................... GROVE, DEVIN TYLER  

Alias:

Sex .................................. Male

Height ............................ 6’

Weight ...........................  175 Pounds

Eyes ................................  Brown

Hair .................................  Black

Marks/Scars/Tattoos ..

Wanted For: .................. CRIMINAL  

.........................................  CONFINEMENT

Name #: ......................... 15N062920 

Date of Birth ................. 2/23/1997   

WANTED

WANTED

WANTED

WANTED

Indiana, Sheriff’s Department

Warrant Division
For Lake County of Indiana.
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